
 

prepping the wet meadow to the south  

of the main prairie for seeding in the 

spring. 

 

We had a great deal of work to do to 

get things looking great for the 

Walworth County Prairie walk that we 

hosted for the first time, immediately 

followed a day later by a visit from the 

Midwest, Zone XI of The Garden Club of 

America.  Later that same week we 

celebrated the 20th Anniversary of the 

founding of Kishwauketoe Nature 

Conservancy. 

 

Yes, KNC continues to be a great place 

to enjoy, visit and volunteer.  For 

information of upcoming events, check 

the notices at the entrances to KNC as 

well as our website, 

www.kishwauketoe.org. 

 

In closing, I would like to thank all of 

our Volunteers, KNC Board and Friends 

of Kishwauketoe, from all around the 

Greater Geneva Lake Community. 

Without all of your dedication to KNC,   

we would never have been able to 

accomplish what we have over the     

past 20 years. 

 

Harold J. Friestad - Chairman 

From the Chairman 
 

It has been another busy, exciting year 

at Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy.  

On April 30th we had our annual Arbor 

Day Celebration with over 400 students 

in attendance, and as is our custom, 

planted    74 trees with each of the 

classes from Williams Bay Elementary 

School and Faith Christian School 

planting their own tree.  For those of 

you that have not taken part in this 

event, these are not seedlings. All of 

the trees were anywhere from five to 

twenty  feet in height. 

 

As I know you are aware, it was a real       

old-fashioned, hot and humid summer.  

This weather got everything growing 

about a month ahead of schedule and 

made for a very difficult summer for our 

Field Manager, Jerry Swan, as well as  

our other three interns, Alek Hastings, 

Andrew Martin and Kathryn Thompson.  

We had the benefit of having Alyssa 

Alheid volunteer two days each week 

throughout the summer.  Some of their 

main projects were preparing the site 

for the new Tom Johnson Memorial 

Bridge and removing invasive 

vegetation along the creek and in the 

prairie.  After a walk through of a 

couple of conservation groups, we were 

encouraged to relocate our boardwalk 

by the north pond scrape. This has  

made for a very special viewing area.  

The interns also continue to work on 
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FALL/WINTER 2010 Newsletter  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:CALENDAR OF EVENTS:CALENDAR OF EVENTS:   

November 11ñ

Recreation Department 

Orienteering Program  

January 8thñFourth  

Annual Night Hike and 

Cookout Bonfire, Hot 

Dogs, Chili, Dessert 

Last Friday in Aprilñ

Arbor Day Festival  

Volunteer Work Daysñ

4th Saturday of every 

month 8:30-11:30  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A GENERATION OF CONSERVATION  

 

On Saturday, July 31st, 120 people 

gathered in a tent just behind the     

pavilion at the Highway 67 entrance   

to the Kishwauketoe Nature              

Conservancy to review its history        

and to celebrate a generation of hard 

work renewing the land and making 

KNC into the  marvelous 230 acre    

preserve it is today. 

Tom Cashman and Karl Otzen, both 

involved from the beginning, told the 

story of the property from the time the 

train route was decommissioned,  

opening the way to development of   

the area.  There were several plans for 

the property including a lagoon, resort,        

a K Mart and a mixed-use golf commu-

nity with hotel-condominium complex.  

Fortunately, Harold Friestad led an   

effort to purchase the property and the 

Williams Bay Village Board, fearing   

development would damage the water 

quality in the lake, rallied to acquire  

the land and turn it into a nature     

conservancy.  Today, Kishwauketoe 

represents a rare and evolving lakeside 

ecological area open to school groups 

and visitors throughout the year. 

Harold, current President of the KNC 

Commission, explained the property is 

in need of constant care.  Volunteers 

remove invasive species and replace 

them with native trees, grasses and 

wildflowers.  Bigger projects often    

require grants or support by other    

community organizations such as the 

Lake Geneva Garden Club.  Paths are 

continuously maintained and, this year, 

a  cross country ski trail is in the offing.  

Harold also noted the Commission is 

working with the current Village Board 

and the Geneva Lake Conservancy      

to help protect the property into the   

future. 

 

Following Harold, there was a wonder-

ful interlude of poetry selections read 

by Ronald Hawkinson and harp music 

performed by JoAnn Hobbs.  Light-

hearted choral music was sung by the 

Country Gentlemen Quartet 

All were perfect for the occasion. 

Lastly, Kathleen Johnson dedicated a 

38-foot long cedar pedestrian bridge in 

memory of her late husband,            

Thomas Johnson, an avid outdoorsman 

who loved  Kishwauketoe.  She         

unveiled a commemorative bronze 

plaque that will be fastened to a rock 

near the bridge. 

Another purpose of the event was to 

remind the public that a property as 

beautiful as Kishwauketoe needs      

ongoing maintenance requiring          

financial support.   The core funding  

for Kishwauketoe for 20 years has 

come from a group called òFriends of       

Kishwauketoe.ó  There are currently  

20 members.  These individuals know 

the KNC both protects the natural    

water flow into Geneva Lake and      

promotes outdoor education for       

generations of schoolchildren in the 

area.  They  believe in the future of the 

property.  Each gives $1,000.00 per 

year to hire the interns, who do the 

tough work on the property, and buy 

critical tools needed to cut branches 

and dig out buckthorn and other inva-

sive plants.  The group would like to 

increase its number to 30 next year 

and 50 to 100  in the next three  to five 

years to help secure the       Kishwau-

ketoe Nature Conservancy into the fu-

ture.                                                         

If you would like to join the Friends, 

please send a check to Alice Morava, 

the current President of the Friends 

group, at  

P.O. Box 580, Williams Bay, WI  53191. 

Thank you, 
 

Charles L. Colman-Friends of KNC 
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Mercy Health Center Water Main 

With the water main passing along the KNC 

property we asked the DOT to plant the same 

seed mix that we will be using on the rest of 

our project.  They were happy to accommo-

date by planting this expensive seed mix all 

along KNC property rather than just the    

normal roadside seed mix.  We thank Mercy 

Health Center and the DOT for granting this 

exception. 

Eagle Scouts support KNC 

Michael Roth is the latest in a long list of 

Eagle Scouts to volunteer and to choose 

KNC for his community service project.   

Michael undertook the project of building 

the recycling and trash containers now   

located throughout Kishwauketoe Nature 

Conservancy.  As part of his Eagle Scout 

project he has to organize the project,    

raise the funds for the materials, build and 

install the units with the assistance of his 

fellow scouts.  Currently we have two more 

scouts working on projects that should be 

completed in the near future.  We look    

forward to the continued support of the  

Williams Bay Scouts and their Troop leader, 

Dianne Roth and Ray Clark. 

Eight Acre Wet Meadow 

Another big project being funded through 

donations from the Lake Geneva Garden 

Club Foundation is our wet meadow        

restoration.  This is the eight-acre area 

south of the thirty-acre prairie.  Originally 

this land was almost totally reed canary 

grass, RCG  is a very invasive grass that can 

destroy wetlands.  We have been spraying 

this area for the past three years and    

hopefully we now have it under control.   

This area is quite wet four or five months    

of the year and should allow for a variety    

of sedges and forbs that will not thrive in  

the drier areas.  We will be seeding this  

area in late November and hope to see 

some    positive results next summer.  All    

of these restored areas take a great deal    

of time  and labor as they take hold and we         

welcome volunteers and donations to help 

us with our work. 

On July 28, 2010, 85 Garden Club of        

America representatives and delegates 

joined the KNC Staff for an educational tour 

of the    231 acre site.  Most participants 

came from Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota,        

Missouri, Nebraska and Wisconsin with a 

few coming from as far as New York,     

Maryland and  Wyoming.  All were very     

impressed with the diversity of the site and 

the abundance of native species. 

KISHWAUKETOE NEWS & EVENTS  
Southwick Creek Clearing 

After three years of clearing box elder trees, 

buckthorn and many other invasive plants 

and shrubs, we will be planting a short prairie 

grass mix in late November.  By planting 

grasses we will be able to continue spraying 

the 40- year seed bank of broad leaf invasive 

vegetation.  At the past three Arbor Day    

Programs, we have planted over eighty trees 

and shrub. 

Originally a wetland, this area had been   

filled with spoils from Hwy. 67 over forty 

years ago.  With a creek on each side, the 

area was taken over by box elder and     

buckthorn trees.  KNC Staff researched      

the UW-Madison website and found docu-

mentation dating back to 1835 from when 

they were surveying this area. We are           

re-introducing the same trees that were 

found on this site at that time.  With nature, 

one has to have  great patience, but in a few 

years, we hope that this  will offer a beautiful 

view to people driving by as well as hikers 

walking through the area. 

Ski Trail Update 

After many years of skiers trying to share the 

trails with hikers and their dogs, we are    

setting up a separate trail system,            

designated for skiers only.  It will loop 

through the main prairie and continue to the 

Northeast corner of KNC, the hilliest part of 

KNC, and should provide  some fun skiing.  

We also hope to have some grooming   

equipment available, which will make things 

even better.  Think snow! 
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ANNUAL KNC PRAIRIE WALK   
Over eighty people attended the Walworth 

County annual Prairie Walk hosted by Kish-

wauketoe on July 27, 2010.  This yearõs fea-

tured speaker was Dianne Moller from Hooõs 

Woods Raptor Center, a non-profit              

educational center, located in Milton,        

Wisconsin.  Moller is a licensed educator, 

falconer, raptor rehabilitator, and eagle     

handler.  She brought with her four different 

raptorõs  and shared with the crowd the role 

of raptors in native ecosystems and the    

importance of maintaining and rehabilitating 

habitat.                                                           

Kishwauketoe was the chosen site for 2010 

because of the diverse plant and animal   

ecosystems that provide habitat and feeding  

grounds for several species of birds of prey.  

Following the morning presentation partici-

pants were invited on educational walks 

through the trails guided by KNC staff and 

volunteers.  People from the Natural      

Resource Conservation Service, Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources,         UW

-Extension, and the Farm Service Agency 

were placed on the trails in the woodland, 

prairie, and the newly              rehabilitated 

north wetland scrape to     provide the 

groups with detailed information about the 

habitat they were walking through and the 

importance of the habitat to the local water 

systems and wildlife. Prairie ecosystems 

are among the most endangered ecosys-

tems in Wisconsin. Through continuous 

community education these ecosystems 

are being restored and protected.  Thank 

you to everyone who made the 2010 Wal-

worth County Prairie Walk a great success. 

Chrissy Register ð Horticulture Educator ð 

UW Extension ðWalworth County 

THIRD ANNUAL 5K RACE  
Saturday, July 3rd was a perfect day for a run!   

The weather was great and there were no bugs. 

157 people ran in the 5K and 11 children 

participated in the quarter mile run.  The course 

was challenging this year, weaving through     

the arboretum, prairie and woodland.  

Congratulations to all who finished the race.  

Thank-you to the following generous sponsors:  

Karl and Lucy Otzen, Ken and Sue Koranda, 

Kathie Johnson, Mary Roth, Walworth State 

Bank, Mid-America Bank, Mercy Health Care, 

Aurora Health Care, Skipõs, The Frosty Moose, 

Walworth Sentry, Lake Geneva and Delavan 

Piggly Wiggly, Frankõs Market, Aurora University, 

General Beverage and RoadID.                       

The following gave generously of their time; 

Jane Bowman, Betty Bartholomew, Marianne 

Fearing, Lois Morava, Kendra Johncock, Dianne 

Roth, Martha Johnson, the Williams Bay Boy 

Scouts, Sally Gerson, Leslie Miller, Amy Rankin, 

Betsy Bierdek, Kim Travis, Nicole Romero-

OõToole, Angie Stanislawski, Diane Schlicting, 

Scott Parker, Kathleen Parker, and Lynn Parker, 

Judy Hopkins,  Williams Bay Fire and Rescue 

Squad, Williams Bay Park District, and the 

Williams Bay Police Department. 

Kim Parker ð 5K Race Chairwoman 

 

          It has been another very busy year at Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy   

*Third Annual Night Hike on January 9th ς 4 degrees with 74 people in attendance. 
*15 Volunteer workdays to date in 2010 
*Another wonderful Arbor Day / Williams Bay Tree Village event with over 400 students in 

attendance from Williams Bay Elementary and Faith Christian School. 
*Four Interns cleared invasive plants, mowed, built boardwalks, prepared the site for our 

new bridge among many other projects 
ϝYb/Ωǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ р-K Race with almost 200 runners in attendance. 
*We hosted the County Prairie Walk on July 27th 
*On July 28th we were honored to have the Midwest Zone XI of The National Association of 

Garden Clubs Tour Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy 
*On July 31st we celebrated the 20th Anniversary of Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy 
*October 15th ς 20th Annual Harvest Fest. 
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2010 Membership Listingñ(April 2, 2009 through  October 1, 2010) 

Family/Individual  

$25 -$35  

Marvin Herman &  

Judith Licaat  

Mary Faith Cook  

Brian Cook  

Michael Ellsworth & Assoc.  

Martin B & Jeanne McCarthy  

Mary Aldrich  

Sponsor  
$50 -$99  

Robt. & Adelle Abrahams  

Gladys Grunschel  

Karen Grunschel  

Dan & Barb Martin  

Frank & Marsha Drabek  

Marybeth Aldrich  

Michael Webster  

Betty J. Bartholomew  

Col Edw. N.Koenig  

Richard & Jane Bowman  

Mary Roth  

Donor  
$100 -$499  

Robt. & Ruth Karkow  

John T. O'Regan  

Earl J. Swanson  

Larry Crown  

Kevin & Kimberly McCarter  

Ieva Broks  

Ksenija L. Broks  

Mike & Terese Busch  

Kevin & Kimberly McCarter  

William J. Darley  

Ed Rynko  

Finicky Frog  

Gunnar Olsen Landscaping  

B&J Tree Service  

Stebnitz Builders  

United Way of Greater Milwaukee  

Austin Pier Service  

Grizzly Tree Service  

Dr. & Mrs. Lewis Hobbs  

Alan R. Smiddy  

Thomas E. Reynolds, Jr.  

Mr. & Mrs. James Voss  

Friend $1,000 & Over  

Alice J. Morava  

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Cashman  

Charles & Dianna Colman  

Hanson Charitable Trust  

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Bonifacic  

Christopher & Cynthia Sultz  

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Railsbach  

Kathleen Johnson  

Robert J. Kirkland  

Allen Hermansen Trust  

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Jackson, Jr.  

Jennifer Goss Paden  

The Allyn Foundation  

Mary B. Gage  

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Andrew Hayes  

The Dean & Lois Griffith Foundation  

Otzen Family Foundation  

Mr. & Mrs. John Anderson  

Kristin L Anderson  

Jeffrey R. Anderson  

David J. Anderson  

Tracy E. Anderson  

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Koranda  

Williams Bay Lions Club  

Grants  

US Fish & Wildlife  

Geneva Lake Association  

Lake Geneva Garden Club Foundation  

Unites States Dep. Of Agriculture  

Dept. of Natural Resources  

Florence Clemen Memorial Fund  

Geneva Lake Association  

 

Harold Friestad Living Mem. Fund  

Pete Petersen  

Mr. & Mrs. Chad Rudd  

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Burling  

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Boeschen  

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Ames  

Mr. & Mrs. John Handel  

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Clapp  

Steve Zwiebel  

Barbara Leetzow  

Mr. & Mrs. John Hawkinson  

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Pennington  

Patti Ackerman  

Mr. & Mrs. Mark McGinn  

Mr. & Mrs. Cory Militzer  

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Jahns  

Mr. & Mrs. John Brady  

Mr. & Mrs. William Gage  

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Bonifacic  

Mr. Jerry Swan  

Michelle Cleveland  

Alex Hastings  

Mr.& Mrs. Dominick Bierdek  

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas O'Brien  

Mr. & Mrs. Peter King  

Mr. Don Skalla  

Mrs. Alice J. Morava  

Mr. Ewald Rynko  

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Koranda  

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Colman  

Mrs. Kathleen Johnson  

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Railsback  

Mrs. Kay Griffing  

Ms. Mary Roth  

Mr. & Mrs. George Morava  

Ms. Petra Stoick  

Dr. & Mrs. Craig Johnson  

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Reno  

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Parker  

Mr. & Mrs. James Voss  

Mr. Robert Kirkland  

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin McCarter  

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Busch  

Patron  

$500 -  $999  

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Friestad  

Mr.& Mrs. Donald Parker  

Fontana Garden Club  

Allen C Hermansen Living Trust  

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Obligato  

Lorraine Klemke  
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Thank you  

for all your    

generous support!  

Mary Kudrna Memorial  

Mary S. Kudrna  

Becky Foley  

Jorine & Glen Granberg  

2010 Membership Listingñ(April 2, 2009 through  October 1, 2010 )  continued... 

Carl Grunschel Memorial  

Wendy Swanson  

Robert Lear  

Sherry Lindquist  

Gladys Grunschel  

Joe Sommers Memorial  

Senior Industries  

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Hammerl  

E.O. Schweotzer Mfg. Div.  

Mary Ellen Juchcinski  

Rebecca L. Hardman  

Betty A. Reynolds  

Stephen & Marilyn Ditchkoff  

Denise & Richard Cardosi  

Gordon & Helen Whyte  

Karolyn S. Tichy  

Hyperion Brookfield Asset. Mgt.  

John & Helen Hawkinson  

James & Roberta Rohdin Killian  

D.R. Comfort  

John & Janet Ratier  

Colette E. Szcesny  

Melissa A. Murray  

Pamela & John Scapin  

Lee R. & Florence Patricia Estelle  

D.O. Monson, M.D  

L.R. Monson  

Alvin W. Lambrecht  

Mary L. & Richard A. Hareding  

Mary Beth Stading  

Inara A. & John H. Langford  

Lorene F. Murray Shanahan  

Thomas J. Shanahan  

Allen C. Hermansen Trustee  

Allen C. Hermansen Living Trust  

Clarence G & Jayne Thompson  

Cedar Point Park Assoc.  

Lori & Glen Woosley  

Diane K. Allen  

Brookfield Redding LLC  

Ted & Willa LeClair  

John & Kathy Adams  

Russ & Agerry Dryden  

Murray & Liz Inglis  

Rick & Carolyn Scott  

The Monica Family  

Patti & Roland Farber  

Barbara A. King  

Citrus Park Syncronized Swim Team  

Barbara Kuban, Treasurer  

Bella Vista Property Owners Assoc.  

5-K Race Donations  

Kim Parker  

Kathleen Johnson  

Ken Koranda  

Karl Otzen  

Skipôs Ala Mode  

Piggly Wiggly  

Sentry Foods -  Walworth  

Mercy Delavan Medical Center  

Aurora Medical Center  

Aurora University  

Road ID  

Frankôs Market 

General Beverage  

Frosty Moose  

Mid -America Bank  

Corporate In -Kind Donations  

Midwest Prairies LLC  

Cedar Bridges  
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We are happy to announce that we have just     

completed laying out, mowing and clearing for 

the new cross country ski trails in KNC. The 

trails have not  yet been measured, but with the 

various loops they should be close to two miles 

in length. In the future, when our new prairie 

areas are established, we will be able to add to 

the trail system.  There are flat areas for those 

wishing to just get out and enjoy the outdoors. 

For more experienced skiers, there are very 

hilly trails on the Northeast area of the trail  

system.  All trails will be marked and added to     

our trail maps and are for use exclusively by 

cross country skiers. 

If all goes well, we will be grooming the trails 

with equipment that Aurora-George Williams is 

letting us use.  Some of this equipment is quite 

old, so we are not making any guarantees. 

 

As with everything we do, this trails work has 

taken a fair amount of time and money. Groom-

ing will add to our annual costs. Please        

consider a donation if you plan to use these 

new facilities. 

NEW CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRAILS 
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